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Disaster recovery remains the least researched and least
understood aspect of emergency management

Studies tend to focus on early stages of recovery rather
than long-term

“The research and knowledge base in the realm of long-
term recovery is seriously inadequate to the needs we
face today.” ~ Rubin 2009
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There are many definitions of recovery...
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U.S. Department of Homeland Security Definition
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We prefer a definition that integrates the various
activities associated with different phases of disasters ...




< B HHO Perspectives on

WACENTER Stage Models of Disasters

It can be useful to think of disasters in stages or phases...
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Stage models have limitations...
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Housing

- Temporary shelter

Temporary housing
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Economic Activity

e L ocal businesses

egional economy
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Infrastructure

Transportation
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Public buildings and facilities
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Mental health and psychosocial well-being
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Soclal “connectedness”

e Social capital

o Community attachment

Quality of life
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Cultural

 Culturally meaningful sites

|« Activities
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Natural environment

 Physical environment
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Recovery at what level(s)?
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WACENTER Interdependencies

Looking at the big picture:
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WACENTER and Dilemmas

Critical considerations:
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Keep in mind:
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