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csw

‘Past’

‘Current / Future’
Data:
• sharable
• standardised
• easy to find by 

CSW
• easily combined
• distributed by 

services (in the 
cloud)

• version control & 
stewardship

Data
• not shared
• no generic 

standardisation
• hard to find

Combining is hard
Recycling is limited
Multiple versions

* CSW = catalogue service for the web, a means of search for data in thematic and/or geographic way in a catalogue of data
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